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Chief Justice George Names
Statewide Commission for Impartial Courts

Panel to Recommend Ways to Safeguard
Judicial Quality, Impartiality, and Accountability

San Francisco—Chief Justice Ronald M. George today announced the
formation of a Commission for Impartial Courts to study and recommend
ways to ensure judicial impartiality and accountability for the benefit of
Californians.

The commission follows up on the work of last year’s statewide Summit
of Judicial Leaders, which was sponsored by the Judicial Council of
California in the wake of threats against the independence of state
judiciaries across the country.

“We are forming the Commission for Impartial Courts in response to
developments in other states that have changed the tone, tenor, and cost
of judicial elections,” said Chief Justice George. “The manner in which
judges are selected, retained, and removed from office can have a serious
impact on the independence of the judiciary. It is essential that we make
every effort to avoid politicizing the judiciary so that public confidence in
the quality, impartiality, and accountability of judges is protected and
maintained.”

The commission will be led by an 18-member steering committee to be
chaired by Associate Justice Ming W. Chin of the California Supreme
Court. Members include justices and judges, court executive officers,
attorneys, government and business officials, and members of the public.

Chief Justice George announced that the steering committee’s official
charge is to oversee and coordinate the work of four task forces, receiving
periodic task force reports and recommendations, and to present its
overall recommendations to the Judicial Council. The steering committee
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has a 24-month term, and its task forces have 18-month terms. The steering committee and
task forces will meet for the first time September 10-11.

The four task forces are:

1. The Task Force on Judicial Selection and Retention, which will be chaired by
Associate Justice Ronald B. Robie of the Court of Appeal, Third Appellate District
(Sacramento). This 20-member task force will evaluate and make recommendations
regarding proposals to improve the methods and procedures of selecting and
retaining judges.

2. The Task Force on Judicial Candidate Campaign Conduct, which will be chaired
by Associate Justice Douglas P. Miller of the Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate
District, Division Two (Riverside). This 19-member task force will evaluate and
make recommendations regarding proposals to promote ethical and professional
conduct by judicial candidates.

3. The Task Force on Judicial Campaign Finance, which will be chaired by Judge
William A. MacLaughlin of the Superior Court of Los Angeles County. This
14-member task force will evaluate and make recommendations regarding proposals
to better regulate campaign financing and advertising.

4. The Task Force on Public Information and Education, which will be chaired by
Administrative Presiding Justice Judith D. McConnell of the Court of Appeal, Fourth
Appellate District (San Diego). This 18-member task force will evaluate and make
recommendations regarding proposals to improve public education and information
about the judiciary, judicial elections, and judicial candidates.

The membership rosters of the steering committee and the four task forces are attached.

The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in
the nation. Under the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California
Constitution, the council is responsible for ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and
accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office of the Courts carries out the official
actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court administration.
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Commission for Impartial Courts Steering Committee

Hon. Ming W. Chin, Chair
Associate Justice of the
California Supreme Court

Mr. Mike Brown
Commissioner
California Highway Patrol

Mr. Joseph W. Cotchett, Jr.
Attorney at Law

Offices of Cotchett, Pitre, Simon & McCarthy

Hon. Peter Paul Espinoza

Assistant Supervising Judge of the
Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Mr. John Hancock
President
California Channel

Hon. Brad R. Hill
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Fifth Appellate District

Ms. Janis R. Hirohama
President
League of Women Voters of California

Hon. William A. MacLaughlin
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Hon. Judith D. McConnell
Administrative Presiding Justice of the

Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District

Hon. Barbara J. Miller
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Alameda

Hon. Douglas P. Miller
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Fourth Appellate District, Division Two

As of September 1, 2007

Hon. Dennis E. Murray

Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California,
County of Tehama

Hon. William J. Murray, Jr.
Assistant Presiding Judge of the

Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin

Mr. Charles B. Reed
Chancellor
California State University

Hon. Ronald B. Robie
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Third Appellate District

Hon. Karen L. Robinson
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Orange

Mr. Michael M. Roddy
Executive Officer
Superior Court of California, County of San Diego

Ms. Patricia P. White
Pending Member, State Bar of California Board of
Governors

AOC ADVISOR TO THE COMMITTEE

Hon. Roger K. Warren (Ret.)
Scholar-in-Residence

Executive Office

Administrative Office of the Courts

AOC LEAD COMMITTEE STAFFE

Ms. Christine Patton, Project Director
Regional Administrative Director

Bay Area/Northern Coastal Regional Office
Administrative Office of the Courts



Task Force on Judicial Selection and Retention

As of September 1, 2007

Hon. Ronald B. Robie, Chair
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Third Appellate District

Mr. Ralph Alldredge
Secretary-Treasurer
California Newspaper Publishers Association

Mr. Chris Arriola
Deputy District Attorney
Office of the District Attorney, County of Santa Clara

Hon. H. Walter Croskey
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Second Appellate District, Division Three

Hon. Marguerite D. Downing
Judge of the Superior Court of California, County of
Los Angeles

Hon. Bonnie M. Dumanis
District Attorney
County of San Diego

Hon. Kim Garlin Dunning
Assistant Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California,

County of Orange

Mr. William I. Edlund
Attorney at Law
Bartko, Zankel, Tarrant & Miller

Hon. Terry B. Friedman
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Ms. Victoria B. Henley
Director and Chief Counsel
Commission on Judicial Performance

Mr. J. Clark Kelso

Chief Information Officer

California Office of the State Chief Information
Officer

Mr. Jack Londen
Partner
Morrison and Foerster, LLP

Mr. John Mendes
Executive Officer
Superior Court of California, County of Placer

Hon. William J. Murray, Jr.
Assistant Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California,

County of San Joaquin

Hon. Chuck Poochigian
Former Member of the California Senate

Hon. Edward Sarkisian, Jr.
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Fresno

Mr. Roman M. Silberfeld
Managing Partner
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi LLP

Ms. Sharol Strickland

Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of Butte

Hon. Sharon J. Waters
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Riverside

Hon. David S. Wesley

Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

TASK FORCE CONSULTANT

Mr. Seth S. Andersen
Executive Vice President
American Judicature Society



Task Force on Judicial Selection and Retention
As of September 1, 2007

AOC LEAD COMMITTEE STAFFE

Mr. Michael A. Fischer, Committee Counsel
Senior Attorney

Office of the General Counsel

Administrative Office of the Courts



Task Force on Judicial Candidate Campaign Conduct

Hon. Douglas P. Miller, Chair
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Fourth Appellate District, Division Two

Ms. Christine Burdick
Executive Director and General Counsel
Santa Clara County Bar Association

Mr. Thomas R. Burke

Partner

Davis, Wright, and Tremaine, LLP
Society of Professional Journalists

Hon. Joseph Dunn
Former Member of the California Senate

Hon. Richard David Fybel
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Fourth Appellate District, Division Three

Hon. Michael T. Garcia
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Sacramento

Mr. Dennis J. Herrera
City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney,
City and County of San Francisco

Ms. Beth Jay
Principal Attorney to the Chief Justice
California Supreme Court

Hon. Ronni B. MacLaren
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Alameda

Hon. Rodney S. Melville
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Santa Barbara

Mr. G. Sean Metroka
Executive Officer

Superior Court of California, County of Nevada

As of September 1, 2007

Hon. James M. Mize
Assistant Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento

Professor Mary-Beth Moylan

Professor of Law

Assistant Director Appellate Advocacy

University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law

Mr. James N. Penrod
Member
State Bar of California Board of Governors

Hon. Maria P. Rivera
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
First Appellate District, Division Four

Hon. Byron D. Sher
Former Member of the California Senate

Mr. Alan Slater

Chief Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of Orange

Hon. Nancy Wieben Stock

Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California,
County of Orange

Professor Kathleen M. Sullivan

Stanley Morrison Professor of Law
Stanford Law School

TASK FORCE CONSULTANT

Professor Charles Gardner Geyh
John F. Kimberling Professor of Law
Indiana University School of Law



Task Force on Judicial Candidate Campaign Conduct
As of September 1, 2007

AOC LEAD COMMITTEE STAFFE

Mr. Mark Jacobson, Committee Counsel
Attorney

Office of the General Counsel
Administrative Office of the Courts



Task Force on Judicial Campaign Finance

Hon. William A. MacLaughlin, Chair
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Hon. Richard D. Aldrich
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,

Second Appellate District, Division Three

Hon. Gail A. Andler
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Orange

Ms. Rozenia D. Cummings
President
California Association of Black Lawyers

Hon. Alden E. Danner
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Santa Clara

Ms. Denise Gordon

Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of Sonoma

Mr. Charles Wesley Kim, Jr.
Counsel
Yelman & Associates

Hon. Bruce McPherson
Former Member of the California Senate

Hon. Heather D. Morse

Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California,
County of Santa Cruz

Ms. Angela Padilla

Member

The Bar Association of San Francisco
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Mr. Michael D. Planet

Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of Ventura

As of September 1, 2007

Mr. Gerald F. Uelmen

Executive Director

California Commission on the
Fair Administration of Justice

Mr. Thomas Joseph Warwick, Jr.

Attorney at Law
Grimes & Warwick

ADVISORY MEMBER

Mr. Robert Leidigh
Commissioner
California Fair Political Practices Commission

TASK FORCE CONSULTANT

Ms. Deborah Goldberg
Director, Democracy Program
Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law

AOC LEAD COMMITTEE STAFFE

Mr. Chad Finke, Committee Counsel
Supervising Attorney

Office of the General Counsel
Administrative Office of the Courts



Task Force on Public Information and Education

As of September 1, 2007

Hon. Judith D. McConnell, Chair
Administrative Presiding Justice of the
Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District

Mr. Stephen Anthony Bouch

Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of Napa

Dr. Frances Chadwick
Assistant Professor of Education
California State University at San Marcos

Ms. Nanci L. Clarence
President, The Bar Association of San Francisco
Partner, Clarence & Dyer LLP

Mr. Marshall Croddy
Director of Programs
Constitutional Rights Foundation

Hon. Lynn Duryee

Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court of California,
County of Marin

Hon. Martha M. Escutia

Former Member of the California Assembly and
California Senate

Partner, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Mr. John Fitton

Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of San Mateo

Hon. Edward Forstenzer
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Mono

Mr. José Octavio Guillén

Executive Officer

Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial

Hon. Steven E. Jahr
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Shasta

Hon. Linda L. Lofthus
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of San Joaquin

Hon. Franz E. Miller
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Orange

Dean Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker
Dean
University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law

Hon. David Sargent Richmond
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Amador

Mr. Jonathan Shapiro
Writer/producer

Ms. Terry Stewart
Chief Deputy City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney,
City and County of San Francisco

ADVISORY MEMBER

Mr. Timothy A. Hodson

Executive Director

Center for California Studies

California State University at Sacramento

TASK FORCE CONSULTANT

Mr. Bert Brandenburg
Executive Director
Justice at Stake Campaign



Task Force on Public Information and Education
As of September 1, 2007

AOC LEAD COMMITTEE STAFFE

Mr. Peter Allen, Program Director
Manager

Office of Communications
Executive Office Programs Division

Administrative Office of the Courts
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